Free Printable - Dorm Room Blueprint

What Not to Bring to College

Dorm Items to Skip, Wait On, or Ask About
First

A realistic guide to avoid overbuying, packing banned items, and wasting space in a small dorm room.

What this PDF includes: usually banned items, items freshmen overbuy, what to ask your roommate first, what to wait to
buy, parent shopping reminders, and a decision tracker for your own dorm list.

Student School / dorm Move-in date

Quick Start

[ ] Check your school housing rules before buying appliances, lights, furniture, or extension cords.

[ 1 Ask your roommate before buying shared items like a mini fridge, microwave, rug, vacuum, or TV.
[ ] Wait on bulky decor until you know your actual room size and layout.

[ ] Pack a first-night bag separately so you do not need to open every bin right away.

[ 1 Avoid duplicates. Two of everything wastes money and floor space fast.

[ 1When unsure, bring less and buy later after you see the room.

DormRoomBlueprint.com
Plan what to buy, what to skip, and how to make dorm life easier.
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Usually Banned or Restricted

Rules vary by school, but these are the items to check before you pack or buy. When in doubt, search your school housing

handbook.

[ ] Candles, incense, wax warmers, or anything with an open
flame.

[ ] Space heaters or heated appliances that are not approved by
housing.

[ 1 Hot plates, electric skillets, toaster ovens, air fryers, or
open-coil appliances.
[ ] Extension cords used as permanent power sources.

[ 1 Non-surge-protected or overloaded power strips.

[ 1 Halogen lamps or lamps with exposed/high-heat bulbs.

[ 1 Large pets, aquariums, or animals not approved by housing.

[ ] Alcohol, marijuana, or restricted substances where banned by
campus rules or law.

[ 1 Weapons, realistic prop weapons, fireworks, or dangerous
tools.

[ ] Wall damage items: nails, screws, heavy adhesive strips, or
mounting hardware not allowed by housing.

[ 1 Window AC units or major appliances unless the dorm
specifically allows them.

[ 1 Routers, Wi-Fi extenders, or network equipment if housing
bans personal network devices.

differ by building, room type, and appliance wattage.

Check your school rules: Do not assume something is allowed because a TikTok dorm tour used it. Housing rules can

Housing Rule Check

Item Allowed?
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Limit / rule

Need to buy?
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Wait Until You Know Your Room

These items are not always bad, but they are risky to buy early because dorm rooms are small and layouts are unpredictable.

[ ] Large rugs before you know floor size and bed placement.
[ ] Bulky storage drawers before measuring under-bed space.
[ ] Extra seating like futons, saucer chairs, or bean bags.

[ ]1Big lamps if you do not know desk and outlet placement.

[ ] Full-length mirror before checking if one is already provided.

[ ] Extra shelves or carts before seeing closet and dresser space.

[ ] Bulk pantry bins before knowing food storage limits.
[]1 Too many pillows or decorative blankets.
[ 1A printer if your campus has easy printing access.

[1TV or projector before asking your roommate and checking
space.

[ 1 Cookware if you do not know kitchen access.

[ ] Extra fans before you know room temperature and window
setup.

Buy before move-in: bedding basics, towels, shower shoes, hamper, a small first-aid kit, chargers, and a first-night bag.
Wait: bulky furniture, big decor, and anything that depends on room measurements.

Bulky Items That Eat Space Fast

Bean bag / lounge chair
Cute, but often becomes a clothes pile if the room is tight.

Rolling cart
Useful for some rooms, annoying in rooms with no open wall
space.

DormRoomBlueprint.com

Large ottoman
Only buy if it doubles as storage and actually fits.

Large hamper
A slim or collapsible hamper usually works better.
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Ask Your Roommate First

Shared items are where students and parents accidentally overspend. One shared item is usually enough if both roommates
agree.

[ ] Mini fridge [ 1 Fan or air purifier

[ 1 Microwave or microwave-fridge combo [ ] Cleaning supplies

[1Rug [] Trash can and recycling bin

[ ] Vacuum or handheld vacuum [ ] Shared snacks or pantry items
[1TV or streaming device [ ] Printer or school supplies

[ ] Coffee maker or kettle if allowed [ 1 Mirror or shared vanity supplies

Shared Item Plan

Shared item Who is bringing it? Who pays? Notes

Roommate rule: If two people buy the same bulky item, the room feels smaller before you even unpack. Text first, buy
second.

Parent Overbuy Warning

[1Too many towels [ 1 Huge bedding sets with too many pillows
[1Too many cleaning products [ 1 Extra bins before measuring storage space
[ ] Duplicate small appliances [ 1 Bulk snacks that attract clutter or pests
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Items Freshmen Often Regret Packing

These are not always banned. They are just common space-wasters, clutter-makers, or things students rarely use.

[] Too many shoes or dress clothes [ ] Expensive decor before seeing the room

[ ] Every book from home [ ] Extra blankets in warm dorms

[ 1A full kitchen set [ 1A giant desk organizer

[ ] Large laundry basket that is hard to carry [ 1A full-size vacuum if a small one works

[ 1Bulky luggage with nowhere to store it [ ] Large suitcase sets if you cannot store them

[ ] Too many decorative pillows [ ] Random storage products with no assigned purpose

Better Alternatives

Instead of bringing... Try this instead

Lots of bulky clothes Pack 2-3 weeks of realistic outfits and swap seasonally.
Huge laundry basket Use a soft hamper or backpack-style laundry bag.

Large furniture Use under-bed bins, hooks, and slim vertical storage first.
Too many dishes Bring 1-2 microwave-safe bowls/plates and wash them.
Full-size cleaning set Start with wipes, cloths, detergent, and trash bags.

What to skip: Anything you are buying because it looks cute online but has no clear job in your actual room.
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The Dorm Item Decision Test

Use this test before adding something to your cart. If an item fails two or more checks, wait until after move-in.

[ ] Does my school allow it? [] Can it fold, stack, hang, or store easily?

[1Do I know where it will go? [1Is there a cheaper or smaller version?

[TWill I use it weekly? [1Can | buy it later near campus or online?

[11s my roommate already bringing it? [ 1 Will it make cleaning, sleeping, studying, or storage easier?

Simple rule: If you do not know where it will live in the room, do not buy it yet.

My Do-Not-Bring / Wait List
Item Verdict Why? Check later?

Skip / Wait / Ask / Check
rules

Skip / Wait / Ask / Check
rules

Skip / Wait / Ask / Check
rules

Skip / Wait / Ask / Check
rules

Skip / Wait / Ask / Check
rules

Verdict key: Skip = probably not worth it. Wait = decide after seeing the room. Ask = coordinate with roommate. Check rules = look up housing
policy first.
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Notes and Custom Dorm Rules

Use this page for your school housing rules, roommate decisions, shopping reminders, or items you are waiting to buy after
move-in.

DormRoomBlueprint.com
For more dorm checklists, tools, and move-in planning guides, visit DormRoomBlueprint.com.

Reminder: This PDF is general dorm planning guidance. Always follow your school housing policy, local laws, and any specific residence hall
rules.
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